Fanconi anemia in black African children.
Fanconi anemia (FA) has rarely been reported in black children either in the United States or Africa. This report describes 25 black African children with FA seen in Johannesburg over an 11-year period. The prevalence of homozygotes was estimated to be 1:476,000. Clinical manifestations, mean age at diagnosis, and hematologic and chromosome abnormalities were similar to those described in other ethnic groups. Response to androgens was poor and most patients required regular transfusions. Seventeen (68%) of the children died during the 11-year observation period. Leukemia was the terminal event in 2 patients. The mean age at death was 9.8 years and the mean time between diagnosis and death 2.3 years. The poor response to androgens, high mortality, and early mean age at death would favor consideration of early bone marrow transplantation in these children.